
Overview and Scrutiny Work Programme 2014/15 - In-depth Reviews 

Topic Timescale Details

Sub-

committee

Change 

Programme 

Theme

Sub-group 

membership

Lead Service 

Contact

Lead Cabinet 

Member

Status and 

expected date to 

Cabinet

Scrutiny 

Advisor

Review of Community 

Conversations

(origin: O&S)

To begin 

September 

2014

To review the Community Conversation events (by 

which time there will have been 3 in each ward) 

looking specifically at attendance figures and 

identifiable outcomes. This will involve discussions 

with Members, residents and officers that have 

participated.  The review will also monitor the 

implementation of the accepted recommendations 

from the community engagement review.

Overview, 

Scrutiny and 

Policy 

Development

? Cllrs Sandra 

Graham, Jim Allan, 

Brian Burdis, Marian 

Huscroft,                                                 

Rev Michael Vine

Jeannette Hedley Cllr Carole 

Burdis

Not started

Local Plan sub-group

(origin: Council Motion)

Began in May 

2013.  Part 

complete

To consider the developing Local Plan and report 

back to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee:  

(Originates from a Council Motion). Sub Group also 

asked to review the Council's procedures in 

relation to the Scaffold Hill planning appeal.

Overview, 

Scrutiny and 

Policy 

Development

Great Place to 

Live, Work and 

Visit

Cllrs J Allan, J 

O'Shea, Marian 

Huscroft,  B Burdis

Jackie 

Palmer/Andy 

Flynn

Cllr John 

Harrison

A report on the 

Local Plan was 

submitted to O&S 

and Council in Sept 

2013.  The 

recommendations  

were accepted and 

incorporated into 

the draft local plan 

for public 

consultation.  The 

review re Scaffold 

Hill is almost 

complete.

Joanne 

Holmes

Review of the Work of 

the Kier Joint Venture

? Suggested strategic review of the work of the Kier 

Joint Venture with a focus on the future.  Topic 

suggested by the Cabinet Member for Housing

Overview and 

Scrutiny and 

Policy 

Development 

(possible sub-

group)

? Paul Hanson Cllr John 

Harrison

Not started

Respite provision for 

families

(origin: ASC,H&WB)

Suggested 

dates: 

September 

2014 - 

December 

2014

A joint study between the ASC, H&WB and CES 

Sub-committees to examine in detail the future 

projections of respite provision for families.  

Originated from ASC, H&WB Sub-committee 

meeting 27 March.

Adult Social 

Care, Health 

and Well-

being and/or 

Children 

Education 

and Skills

Cared for, 

Safeguarded and 

Healthy

Cllr Lesley 

Spillard

Not started
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Attention deficit 

hyperactivity disorder 

(ADHD)

(origin: Healthwatch)

To be agreed Healthwatch have asked for this topic to be 

considered as part of the 2014/15 work 

programme. 

They have met with carers and children with ADHD 

and many issues were raised in relation to children 

getting statements, referred to CAMHS, school 

attendance etc. 

They will forward information/potential 

scope/rational for reviewing this by mid April.

Once more detail is needed we will need to discuss 

with the relevant Chairs.  May be broadened to 

cover the forthcoming SEN review.

CES and/or 

ASC, H&WB  

It is 

suggested 

that this is 

CES and 

education 

Lead, ASC, 

H&WB to 

feed in where 

appropriate.

Cared for, 

Safeguarded and 

Healthy/ Ready 

for School

Cllr Lesley 

Spillard

Not started

Public Health - Alcohol 

Related Violent Crime

(origin: ASC,H&WB)

Begun March 

2014

The focus of the study is to review the strategies, 

policies and interventions in place by North 

Tyneside Council and its partners to tackle alcohol 

related violent crime and its associated issues.

Adult Social 

Care, Health 

and Well-

being

Cared for, 

Safeguarded and 

Healthy

Cllrs Waggott-

Fairley, Oliver, Hill, 

Graham,  Green and 

Davis

Marietta Evans Cllr Lesley 

Spillard

Scene setting 

meeting held on 7 

April.   The next 

meeting is planned 

for the 13 May.

Sharon 

Ranadé

Suicide rates in North 

Tyneside 

(origin: Marietta Evans)

Suicide rates in North Tyneside – North Tyneside 

has one of the highest suicide rates in the country 

(although numbers are relatively small - 15 in most 

recent year and confidence intervals wide). An All 

Parliamentary Group report was published last year 

which made a number of recommendations for 

local authorities.  It is suggested that scrutiny may 

want to look at how North Tyneside is 

implementing these recommendations.

Adult Social 

Care, Health 

and Well-

being

Cared for, 

Safeguarded and 

Healthy

Marietta Evans Cllr Lesley 

Spillard

School provision review

(origin: CES)

Sub-group 

established 

November 

2013.  

To assist in the review of school provision across 

North Tyneside.  The sub-group has requested 

facts and figures in relation to individual schools 

and migration figures relating to neighbouring 

authorities as a starting point to the review.  

Surplus place data for individual schools will be 

provided in September following the admission 

process that is currently underway

Children, 

Education 

and Skills

Infrastructure 

Programme:  

Education 

Provision

Cllr M Madden                  

Cllr M Green                        

Mrs J Little                           

Rev M Vine

Mark Longstaff Cllr Ian Grayson Underway

14-19 curriculum

(origin: Cabinet 

Member - Cllr Grayson)

To begin once 

capacity allows 

To consider the existing links to employment 

pathways, the STEM agenda, opportunities for 

young people through vocational and non-

vocational courses and careers advice delivered 

through schools

Children, 

Education 

and Skills

Ready for Work 

and Life

To be determined Jean Griffiths Cllr Ian Grayson Not started

2



Overview and Scrutiny Work Programme 2014/15 - In-depth Reviews 

Topic Timescale Details

Sub-

committee

Change 

Programme 

Theme

Sub-group 

membership

Lead Service 

Contact

Lead Cabinet 

Member

Status and 

expected date to 

Cabinet

Scrutiny 

Advisor

School Improvement 

Service

(origin: Cabinet 

Member - Cllr Grayson)

To begin once 

capacity allows 

To consider the role of the SIS and the support 

they deliver to all schools in the borough.  This 

could focus particularly on the relationship with free 

schools and academies

Children, 

Education 

and Skills

Infrastructure 

Programme:  

Education 

Provision

To be determined Jean Griffiths Cllr Ian Grayson Not started

Developing Affordable 

New Homes

(origin: EPH)

continuing from 

2013-14

To contribute to the development of the Council’s 

strategy to increase the number of affordable 

homes.  The sub-group has been looking in detail 

at the delivery options under consideration in 

relation to the longer term strategy and has 

provided feedback to the Cabinet Member.  The 

sub-group will continue with this review as the 

delivery options are developed further.

Housing Infrastructure 

Programme: 

Affordable Homes

Cllrs S Cox, B 

Caithness, Michael 

Huscroft, J O'Shea

Ian Conway Cllr John HarrisonUnderway Joanne 

Holmes

Sustainable Tenancies

(origin: SLT)

Jun-14 To ensure that we allocate our homes to people 

who need them, can afford them, are able to 

manage their finances and have the skills or 

support to look after themselves, their household 

and their property. We need to ensure that we 

provide appropriate advice, help, support and 

interventions when any of the above are not 

apparent both at pre-tenancy stage and at any 

point after the tenancy has started to reduce the 

likelihood of a tenancy failing and increasing costs 

to the Council.

Housing Great place to 

live, work and visit

Ian Conway Cllr John HarrisonNot started

Street Lighting Review - 

Part Night Switch Off

(origin:Cabinet 

Members Cllrs 

Harrison/Stirling)

Begun 

February 2014

An initial study of Street Lighting was carried out 

and completed in October 2013, the main aim of 

the study was to contribute to the development of a 

new Lighting Strategy for the Borough, aimed at 

reducing energy consumption and to achieve 

savings.  

One of the recommendations was for further 

consideration be given to the option of part night 

switch off in non-residential areas.  As a 

consequence Cabinet asked the sub-group to 

reconvene to work with officers to investigate the 

options available and then report back to Cabinet 

with recommendations for the implementation of 

this initiative. 

Environment Great Place to 

Live, Work and 

Visit

Cllrs Brian Burdis, 

Gary Bell, Cath 

Davis and David Ord

Andrew Gate Cllrs John 

Harrison and 

John Stirling

Presented to O&S 

31 March 2014

Presented to 

Cabinet on 7 April 

2014.  Cabinet's 

response due the 9 

June.

Sharon 

Ranadé
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Library Review 

(possibly widen to be a 

review of libraries and 

community facilities)

(origin: Cabinet 

Member Cllr Darke)

To begin July 

2014

To progress the sub-committee’s review of 

libraries.  A more comprehensive assessment of 

the impact of the CFC facilities on the wider library 

offer.

Culture and 

Leisure

Great Place to 

Live, Work and 

Visit.  

Infrastructure 

Programme: 

Customer Insight 

and Experience

Phil Scott/Steve 

Bishop

Cllr Eddie Darke Not started

Parking Charges

(origin: Cabinet 

Member Cllr Lott)

To commence 

on completion 

of the Libraries 

Review

To look into the development of a borough wide 

parking policy, to include the review of residential 

permits, town centre and coastal parking fees.

Environment Great Place to 

Live, Work and 

Visit

Cllr Frank Lott Not started

Rights of Way?

(origin: Cabinet 

Member Cllr Lott)

To commence 

on completion 

of the parking 

charges review

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

states that any footpaths and bridleways that were 

in existence prior to 1949 not recorded on the 

Definitive Map by 1 January 2026 would be 

extinguished and have all public rights removed. 

The review would give consideration to the 

processes to be used to ensure that all footpaths 

and bridleways are retained and maintained 

following consultation with approriate parties.

Environment Great Place to 

Live, Work and 

Visit

Graham Clark Cllr Frank Lott Not started

4


