Bevan Brittan
North Tyneside Council

Standards of Conduct complaint in respect of Councillor
Leslie Miller

Report of Investigation

BACKGROUND

This report relates to a complaint by Norma Redfearn, the Mayor of North Tyneside Council, that
Councillors Leslie Miller and Alison Austin failed to comply with the Council's Code of Conduct for
members in respect of two pamphlets entitied "InTouch" which Alison Austin published on behalf of
herself and Leslie Miller in the campaign for the local elections in May 2014. Mrs Redfearn's
complaint form is attached as Appendix One to this report, and the two pamphlets are attached as
Appendix Two.

Mrs Redfearn's complaint was considered by the Standards Sub-Committee, which decided to refer
her complaints in respect of Councillor Miller only for independent investigation. | was appointed by
Vivienne Geary, the Council's Head of Law and Governance, to undertake the investigation on her
behalf.

THE COMPLAINTS
Mrs Redfearn complaint form states as follows —

"My complaint relates to the distribution of two political leaflets which have been circulated in
parts of the Borough. The leaflets make claims about the affairs of the Council which are
misleading and untrue, so much so, that they bring the Council into disrepute.

The comments are so misleading that on receipt of the information the Council issued a
public statement on its website to provide residents with clarification. A copy of the Council's
publication is enclosed for reference dated 24" April 2014.

| believe that the comments contained in the leaflets breach the Code of Conduct under Part
1 of the General Code under Section 4 — you must not conduct yourself in a manner which
could reasonably be regarded as bringing the Council into disrepute.

The second part of my complaint refers to the highly critical and defamatory comments
made about myself and the way in which | am conducting the business of the Council in my
role as the elected Mayor. | find thins to be not only offensive but malicious and insulting. |
believe that the issue raised breaches the code of Conduct under Part 1of the general Code
Section 1 — you must treat others with respect including elected members.

The complaint relates to two members of the Council, Councillor Leslie Miller and Councillor
Alison Austin. Councillor Leslie Miller is quoted in the leaflet and Councillor Alison Austin is
the promoter and publisher of the leaflet on behalf of Councillor Leslie Miller and Mr George
Partis. The leaflets were circulated during April 2014 to a number of households in North
Tyneside.



| have enclosed a copy of each of the political leaflets referred to and a copy of the
publication as it appears on the Council's website."

THE CODE OF CONDUCT
The Council's Code of Conduct for Members states as follows —

"The code applies whenever you (a) conduct the business of the Authority (including the business of
your office as an elected councillor or co-opted member)

". You must treat others with respect, including the Authority's officers and other elected
members."
"4, You must not conduct yourself in a manner which could reasonably be regarded as bringing

the Authority, or your office as a member of the Authority, into disrepute”
DEFAMATION
Defamation is the intentional publishing of a false statement that harms a person's reputation.

Under the Defamation Act 2013, for a claim in defamation to succeed, the statement must have
caused or be likely to cause substantial damage to the person's reputation.

There are 3 defences to a claim of defamation —

a. Truth — that the imputation conveyed by the statement is substantially true. Where some of the
imputations are shown to be substantially true, it is still a defence to show that the imputations
which have not been shown to be substantially true did not seriously damage the person's
reputation.

b. Honest Opinion — that the statement is a statement of opinion which sets out the basis for that
opinion, and which an honest person could have held on the basis of the information which
existed at the time when the statement was made. However, the Act provides that, in
determining whether it was reasonable for the defendant to believe that publishing the statement
was in the public interest, a court may have regard to disregard any omission of the defendant to
take steps to verify the truth of the imputation conveyed by it, unless he is relying on an accurate
and impartial report of the matter..

c. Responsible Publication on a Matter of Public Interest — That the statement related to a matter of
public interest and the publisher of the statement believed that its publication was in the public
interest

The Code of Conduct does not prohibit defamation, but defamation is, by its nature, going to be a
failure to treat with respect, and so contrary to the Code of Conduct.

THE INITIAL RESPONSE OF COUNCILLORS LESLIE MILLER AND ALISON AUSTIN

Following receipt of the complaint, the Monitoring Officer provided a copy of the complaint to
Councillors Leslie Miller and Alison Austin, who responded as follows —

"Initial response to the complaint made against Clir Miller and Clir Austin by the Mayor

This is a joint initial response to the complaint made against us by the Mayor.

We do not feel that this complaint is worthy of investigation. The only basis for the complaint
is that a member of one political party is unhappy that opposition councillors have alerted
residents to policies which in our view would be damaging to them. As such, it is no different
to hundreds of political leaflets which have been delivered by all parties in the past.



6.1

6.2

We believe that residents will feel that the pursuance of this complaint will result in
unnecessary expense to council taxpayers. It also opens up the probability of a plethora of
similar, tit for tat complaints being made by all parties in the future, whenever a leaflet is
distributed, again with serious implications as to the cost to the council taxpayer.

All of the issues raised in our leaflets are in our view important to the residents of our ward
and as elected representatives we have a duty to inform them of actions taken by the Labour
Mayor, despite her obvious desire to prevent us from publicising these issues. There is a
clear evidential basis for all of the matters raised and for the opinions put forward which we
will be happy to provide should the council agree to incur the cost of investigating this
complaint on the Mayor’s behalf.

The Mayor complains that the comments made are “highly critical and defamatory”, although
she does not specify which comments she is referring to. However, we can see no evidence
of defamation and we believe that it is an integral part of our role as opposition councillors to
criticise the Mayor's running of the council wherever we see evidence of this. It is
unfortunate that the Mayor appears unable to take criticism and finds this offensive but with
the greatest of respect, that is her problem and not ours."

THE CODE OF CONDUCT AND POLITICAL EXPRESSION

The Code of Conduct and the Right to Freedom of Expression

The relationship between the Code of Conduct and the right to freedom of expression under Article
10 of the Human Rights Act 1998 was explored in the case of R (Calver) v The Adjudication Panel in
Wales and the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales [2012] EWHC 1172 (Admin). The case
related to the conduct of Councillor Calver as an elected member of Manorbier Community Council,
under identical provisions in the Community Council's Code of Conduct.

Article 10 of the European Convention of Human Rights (“the Convention”) provides as follows —

"(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold
opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public authority and
regardless of frontiers....

(2) The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be subject
to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and are necessary
in a democratic society, in the interests of...the protection of the reputation or rights of others, ..."

Convention Rights, including Article 10, are given direct effect in domestic law by the Human Rights
Act 1998. Section 6 of that Act provides that it is unlawful for a public authority to act in a way which
is incompatible with inter alia Article 10. Section 3 provides that legislation and subordinate
legislation, so far as it is possible to do so, must be read and given effect in a way which is
compatible with the Convention rights. Accordingly, the requirements in the Code of Conduct to treat
others with respect and not to bring the Council into disrepute must be interpreted so as not to
infringe the right of freedom of expression.

However, it is to be noted that the right of freedom of expression is not absolute, but is qualified, to
the extent necessary in a democratic society for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

Political Expression

The case-law recognises the importance of expression in the political sphere and that the limits of
acceptable criticism are wider in the case of politicians acting in their public capacity than they are in
the case of private individuals. This recognition involves both a higher level of protection (“enhanced
protection”) for statements in the political sphere and the expectation that if the subjects of such
statements are politicians acting in their public capacity, they lay themselves open to close scrutiny
of their words and deeds and are expected to possess a thicker skin and greater tolerance than
ordinary members of the public (Paragraph 58 of Calver).
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It also recognises that "as a general proposition, that freedom of expression includes the right to say
things which “right thinking people” consider dangerous or irresponsible or which shock or disturb."
The Court noted approvingly an extract from Barendt, Freedom of Speech (2nd ed. 2005) at 76 — 77,
in the context of political speech that —

"the exclusion of “all emotive, non-rational expression from the coverage of the principle
would be a mistake”. It would “often be hard to disentangle such expression from rational
discourse” because “the most opprobrious insult may form part of an otherwise serious
criticism of government or of a political figure”. He also stated that, even if it were possible to
separate the emotive content from the other parts of a particular publication, “it would be
wrong to allow its proscription” because “if speakers could be punished each time they
included a colourful, non-rational epithet in their publication or address, much valuable
speech would be inhibited”. He concluded that “some margin should be allowed for invective
and exaggeration, even if that means some apparently worthless comments are as fully
protected as a carefully balanced argument”.

From this | draw the following principles —

a. Where a Councillor is commenting on matters relating to the business or conduct of the Council
of which he/she is they are a member, those comments will come within the description of
"political expression" unless they comprise solely or very largely personal abuse;

b. Where they constitute "political expression”, the Councillor's comments are entitled to a higher
level of protection than would otherwise be the case;

c. However, there is a responsibility upon the member to take reasonable steps to ensure that any
assertions of fact are correct before relying on those facts as a basis upon which to form an
opinion.

THE COUNCIL'S STATEMENT OF CLARIFICATION

| have been provided by the Council's Head of Law and Governance with the Council's statement of
clarification. Whilst | consider that it is useful in pointing up the Council's view on the matters covered
in the leaflets, it was issued after the leaflets were published and so did not alter the Councillors'
state of knowledge at the time that they made the remarks contained in the leaflets.

EVALUATION

Did the Councillor publish the leaflets?

The leaflets complained of were clearly published in the context of the local elections which took
place in May 2014, and are headed "Election Special".

Leaflet 1 was published on behalf of Councillor Leslie Miller, who was standing for re-election to the
Council in those elections for the Monkseaton North Ward, and Leaflet 2 was published on behaif of
Mr George Partis, who was at the time not a member of the Council but was standing for election for
the Monkseaton South Ward.

Leaflet 1 is stated to be published on behalf of Councillor Leslie Miller. It is clearly an election leaflet
published on his behalf, and quotes him extensively. | conclude that, on the balance of probabilities,
he will have authorised its publication and approved its content.

Leaflet 2 is stated to be published on behalf of G Partis. It is in very similar form to Leaflet 1, and
contains very similar quotes, here largely ascribed to Mr Georgs Partis. The only quote ascribed to
Councillor Leslie Miller is the assertion on the first page asserting that Labour has historically wanted
to close Middle Schools. | have no evidence that Councillor Leslie Miller authorised the use of this
quotation. Accordingly, | make no finding against Councillor Miller in respect of Leaflet 2.

In authorising the publication of Leaflet 1. was Councillor Leslie Miller conducting the business of the
Authority (including the business of your office as an elected councillor or co-opted member)?
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Any qualified person may stand for election to North Tyneside Council. So standing for re-election is
not a statutory function of a Councillor. However, case-law (see particularly Livingstone v
Adjudication Panel for England [2006] EWHC 2533) has held that "conducting the business of your
office as an elected Councillor" extends beyond the discharge of the formal business of the authority
and includes attending to constituency issues and concerns. Leaflet 1 is published on behalf of
Councillor Leslie Miller, who is identified therein as a current Councillor, seeking re-election, and he
is quoted extensively as "Councillor Leslie Miller". In this case, | am of the opinion that residents
who received Leaflet 1 would identify that in the leaflet Councillor Leslie Miller is simply continuing to
pursue local political issues which he has previously raised in his role as a Conservative ward
Councillor. Accordingly, | am of the opinion that his actions and quotes in Leaflet 1 would be
recognised by residents as an extension of his work as a Conservative ward Councillor, and
therefore come within the business of his office as an elected Councillor.

Does Leaflet 1 constitute "Political Expression"?

Both leaflets were published as part of the local election campaigns of Councillor Leslie Miller and Mr
G Partis respectively, and both relate exclusively to matters of local political concern within the
responsibility of the Council and other public authorities. Any personal criticism or epithets relating to
Ms Norma Redfearn relate to her conduct of the office of Mayor and are subsidiary to the
commentary on these matters of public concern. Accordingly, | conclude that the entirety of the 2
leaflets come within the description of "political expression".

Does Leaflet 1 amount to a breach of the Code of Conduct by Councillor Miller?

| have separated the remarks in Leaflet 1 and collated them by topic. In each case, | then analyse
whether they constitute a failure to treat with respect or conduct likely to bring the Council into
disrepute, and whether they are acceptable as political expression.

This is set out at Appendix Three to this report.
FINDINGS

Councillor Leslie Miller was directly responsible for the publication of Leaflet 1 and the inclusion of
the remarks ascribed to him therein. | have no evidence that he was responsible for the publication
of Leaflet 2, or the inclusion of a quote ascribed to him.

Whilst he did so in his capacity as a candidate for re-election to the Council, he was at the time a
serving Councillor, dealing with matters relating to the Council, which he would deal with as a
Councillor (with the exception of the Police station at Whitley Bay) and | am of the opinion that he
can therefore be considered to have been acting in his capacity as a Councillor in approving the
publication of Leaflet 1, but not Leaflet 2.

| am of the opinion that a number of Councillor Leslie Miller's statements in Leaflet 1 were
inaccurate, largely by omission of balancing facts which were known to him at the time, and in
ascribing views and polices personally to Ms Norma Redfearn.

| am of the opinion that everything contained in Leaflet 1 falls within the definition of "Political
Expression" and so is entitled to an enhanced level of protection against infringement of the right of
political expression.

However, | am of the opinion that Councillor Leslie Miler's assertion that Ms Norma Redfearn in her
capacity as Mayor of North Tyneside "is pressing on with her unpopular Local Housing Plan which
will see her give developers the green light to build 5,500 new properties on the green fields between
Earsdon and Rake Lane Hospital" falls outside the limits of acceptable political expression in that
Councillor Leslie Miller not only knew or should have known that it is incorrect and misleading, but in
that it is positively damaging to the reputation of the Council and the reputation of Ms Norma
Redfearn in her capacity as Mayor to suggest that she is intent on pushing through proposals for
development irrespective of the statutory consultative and decision processes, which in any case
rest with the Council rather than the Mayor. As such, | find that on this one count, Councillor Leslie
Miller did fail to comply with Paragraphs 1 and 4 of the Council's Code of Conduct.



Peter Keith-Lucas

Consultant

Bevan Brittan LLP

10 December 2104.



APPENDIX ONE

Complaint Form



North Tyneside Council

| Code of Conduct for Members and Co-opted
Members of North Tyneside Borough Council

COMPLAINT FORM

This form can be either completed by hand and posted or faxed to the Monitoring
Officer, or completed on a computer. If it is completed on a computer it can either be
e-mailed to the Monitoring Officer, or printed and then posted or faxed. Address
details are found at the end of the form.

What this form is for

This form is for registering a complaint that an Elected Member or Co-opted Member
of North Tyneside Council has breached the Code of Conduct as adopted by the
Authority with affect from 1 July 2012, This form can be found on the Standards
Committee page of the North Tyneside Council website (www.northtyneside.gov.uk).

The points listed below will help you decide whether this is the correct form to use
when making your complaint.

*  Your complaint must be about conduct that occurred while the member(s)
complained about were in office. Conduct of an individual before they were
elected, co-opted or appointed to the Council, or after they have resigned or
otherwise ceased to be a member, cannot be considered.

* The Code of Conduct came into effect on 1 July 2012. If your complaint
concerns matters that occurred before this date you should contact the office of
the Monitoring Officer before making your complaint.

*  Your complaint must be about one or more named members of North Tyneside
Council.

= Your complaint must be that the member(s) has, or may have, breached the
Code of Conduct.

=  Complaints about dissatisfaction with a decision or action of the Authority or
one of its committees, a service provided by the Authority or the Authority’s
procedures do not fall within the jurisdiction of the Standards Committee.
Complaints about the actions of people employed by the Authority also do not
fall within the jurisdiction of the Standards Committee.



If your complaint does not meet these criteria you should make use of the
Council’'s Corporate Complaints Procedure by contacting:

Customer and Member Liaison Office
Quadrant

The Silverlink North

Cobalt Business Park

North Tyneside

NE27 0BY

Tel: 0191 643 2280
customerliaisonoffice@northtyneside.gov.uk

Explanation of the Complaints Process

Complaints against Members of the Council are the responsibility of the Authority’s
Standards Committee. Complaints must be made in writing to the Monitoring Officer.

The first stage of the process is that normally within 28 days of receipt the Authority’s
Monitoring Officer will consider your complaint. It is not the task of the Monitoring
Officer to consider whether or not the Member concerned has broken the Code of
Conduct. Rather, he/she will decide whether the matter warrants referral for
investigation or other action. Only if the matter is referred for investigation will the
substance of the complaint be considered and a decision made about whether or not
the Code has been breached.

The Monitoring Officer will decide:

1 whether the allegation, if proven, would constitute a failure to observe the
Code of Conduct;
2. if it would constitute such a failure, whether the allegation is to be

investigated. This decision will be guided by the Council's Assessment
Criteria. The Assessment Criteria are available from the Monitoring Officer;

3. where the decision is not to investigate the allegation, whether to direct the
Monitoring Officer to pursue an alternative course of action such as training
for the Member concerned or conciliation between the complainant and the
Member.

The Monitoring Officer will produce a summary of his decision, and to send it to the
complainant and to the Member concerned unless to do so would in his/her opinion
prejudice a subsequent investigation.

If an allegation is considered to require investigation, the matter will be referred by
the Monitoring Officer for the investigation of the allegation.

Foliowing the completion of an investigation into an allegation, unless the complaint
can be resolved informally, the Council’s Standards Committee will meet to consider
the allegation and the findings of the investigation.



Monitoring Officer
Other council officer or authority employee
Other ( )

aun

3. Please provide us with the name(s) of the Member(s) of North Tyneside
Council whom you believe has breached the Code of Conduct:

Title | First name Last name
Cilr. LesYie MiWed
ol | Vg Al sem Ausyin
4. Please explain in this section (or on separate sheets) what the Member has

done that you believe breaches the Code of Conduct. If you are complaining
about more than one Member you should clearly explain what each individual
person has done that you believe breaches the Code of Conduct.

It is very important that you provide all the information you wish to have taken
into account by the Monitoring Officer when he/she decides whether to take
any action on your complaint. For example:

. You should be specific, wherever possible, about exactly what you are
alleging the Member said or did. For instance, instead of writing that
the Member insulted you, you should state what it was they said.

i You should provide the dates of the alleged incidents wherever
possible. If you cannot provide exact dates it is important to give a
general timeframe.

. You should confirm whether there are any witnesses to the alleged
conduct and provide their names and contact details if possible.

. You should provide any relevant background information.



If the allegation is upheld and a breach of the code of conduct is found the Standards
Committee have a range of sanctions available to them.

Any queries regarding the Complaints process should be directed to the Monitoring
Officer at the address at the end of this form.

Making Your Complaint

1.

Please provide us with your name and contact details

Title: ElLecien M Aol
First name: PP 7
Last name: PG a0
Address: ~NoRth TRYNESS cpunail
QUADRA-DT
Ne 277 oY
Daytime telephone: oy WD 5:3‘\4_
Evening telephone:
Mobile telephone:
Email address: nofma. ("-e_dhafn.@ﬂod‘ﬂ\\’jnGSdc.ﬁau 2

Your address and contact details will not usually be released unless
necessary or to deal with your complaint.

However, we will tell the following people that you have made this complaint:
. the Member(s) you are complaining about

. the Council’s Independent Person(s) with whom the Monitoring Officer
must consult before deciding whether the matter warrants referral for
investigation or other action.

] the Standards Committee

We will tell them your name and give them a summary of your complaint. We
will give them full details of your complaint where necessary or appropriate to
be able to deal with it. If you have serious concerns about your name and a
summary or details of your complaint being released, please complete section
5 of this form.

Please tell us which complainant type best describes you:

] Member of the public
B/ An elected or co-opted Member of an authority
] Member of Parliament



Please provide us with the details of your complaint. Continue on a separate
sheet if there is not enough space on this form.

See atadne o

Only complete Section 5 if you are requesting that your identity be kept
confidential.

5. In the interests of fairness and natural justice, we believe Members who are
complained about should be informed of who has made the complaint and be
provided with a summary of the complaint. We are unlikely to withhold your
identity or the details of your complaint other than in exceptional
circumstances.

The Monitoring Officer will consider the request for confidentiality as a
preliminary matter before the substance of your complaint. We will then
contact you with the decision. If your request for confidentiality is not granted,
we will usually allow you the option of withdrawing your complaint.

However, it is important to understand that in certain exceptional
circumstances where the matter complained about is very serious, we can
proceed with an investigation or other action and disclose your name even if
you have expressly asked us not to.

Please provide us with details of why you believe we should withhold
your name and/or the details of your complaint:

e




My complaint relates to the distribution of two political leaflets
which have been circulated in parts of the borough. The leafiets
make claims about the affairs of the Council which are misleading
and untrue, so much so, they bring the Council into disrepute.

The comments are so misleading that on receipt of the information
the Council issued a public statement on its website to provide
residents with clarification. A copy of the Council’s publication is
enclosed for reference dated 25 April 2014.

| believe that the comments contained within the leaflets breach
the Code of Conduct under Part 1 of the General Code under
Section 4 - you must not conduct yourself in a manner which could
reasonably be regarded as bringing the Council, into disrepute.

The second part of my complaint refers to the highly critical and
defamatory comments made about myself and way in which | am
conducting the business of the Council in my role as the Elected
Mayor. | find this to be not only offensive but malicious and
insulting. | believe that the issue raised breaches the code of
conduct under part 1 of the General Code Sections 1 - you must
treat others with respect including Elected Members.

The complaint relates to two members of the Council, Councillor
Leslie Miller and Councillor Alison Austin. Councillor Leslie Miller
is quoted in the leaflet and Councillor Alison Austin is the
promoter and publisher of the leaflet on behalf of Councillor Leslie
Miller and Mr George Partis. The leaflets were circulated during
April 2014 to a number of households in North Tyneside.

I have enclosed a copy of the each of the political leaflets referred
to and a copy of the publication as it appears on the Council’s
webpage.

X .



APPENDIX TWO
Leaflets 1 and 2



FEARS GROW FOR
SURVIVAL OF
MIDDLE SCHOOLS

A letter sent to parents by the Labour Councll In the last few weeks has

confirmed our warnings about the Labour Mayor's threat to the survival
of our successful and popular Middle Schools.

Just as we stated in our last
{n Touch, Labour have finally
admitted to carrying out a
major review of the education
system. You may have read
in the press that fears are
growing amangst parents that
this will herald the closure of
Wellfield, Valley Gardens,
Marden  Bridge and
Monkseaton Middle Schools,

Conservative Councillor and
candidate for Monkseaton
North'Ward, Leslie "Miller
comments:

“Historically,  Labour has
always wanted to close down
our_Middle Sctigols and we
believe this review is simply
an excuse to put their plan
into action. - The conelusions
of the review will not be made

Valley Gardens Middle School could be under threat.

Labour,
c gy Lbbdl & gClion
The only consultation witl
parents will be a paper
exercise after ‘the decision
has beenstakens The Middle
Schools would then be closed
from- September 2045 with
the land-and buildings'sald to

coffers. We are the-only party
who  support the Middle
schools:and if re-elected Fwill
fight to save them.”

One thing is certain - a vote
for .the Labour candidate in
the elections on May 22n'is a
vote ta close down all four of

public-unt summes2044,  POOSitheskabouayors . ourpopular Middle Schools.
LABOUR’S DISCR MINATION AGAINST THE COAST

The longer the Labour Mayor Is In offlca,

wards becomes avident.

It was recently revealed that the Labour Mayor is happy to spend a staggering £800,000 a

which is very much underused. The
bour Mayor has given a youth project based in
selves a brand new minibus.

year to subsidise the John Willie Sams Centre in Dudley,
News Guardian also reported that the La
Longhenton'a £36,000 grant to'buy them

Gontrast this with her refusal'to spend the £42,000 a year Y
Centre open. We'say, if she can spend money subsidisinga
Dudley and give away a brand new minibus in Longbenten,

keep the coast's only Sports Centre open?

Promoted and Published by A Austinon benalf of L Milier,

both of 5/Albion Road, North Shields, NE30 2R). Printed by Deakin Printers, Earsdon Road, Whitley Bay, NE25 95X,

o keep the Marden Bridge Sports
loss making community centre in
why won't she find the money to

How to cantact cn2

N e

Clir. Lestie Miller on 079880S37E0

AV Al

Email: clirles@gmaii.com
POLLING SaY 'S
THURS 33 RiAY

LESLIE RILLER
- WORIUIRE
HARD FOR
MONMSEATON - . .
NORTH WARD
W e

Leslie Miller has worked
hard as a councillor representing
the interests of the residenis of
Monkseaton North since 2008,

———

Alongside his ward colleagues Alison
Austin and Paul Mason, he has
carried out regular street surgeries
and holds frequent ward surgeries
for the benefit of residents.

Leslie previously served as Cabinet
Member for Adult Social Care and is
a practice manager at a local GP
Surgery.

If re-elected, Leslie pledges to;

. Fight Labour's plans to closa cur
© Middle Schools.

. Fight Labour's plans to build
5,500 houses at Murton.
« Fight Labour's plans to glose
Marden Bridge Sports Centre.
. Fight Labour's plans to ciosa
Whitley Bay Police Station.
Councillor Leslie Miller asis for
your support to impreve anc
protect Monkseaton.
Please vote for nim on
~Thursday 22nd Mzay.

75 e s s e T
@, Cornservaineg
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GOODBYE TO OUR
GREEN FIELDS?

L i | see her give
The Labour Mayor is pressing on with her unpopular Local Housing Plan which wil
developers the green light to build 5,500 new properties on the green fields between Earsdon

and Rake Lane Hospital.
Conservative candidate Councillor Leslie Miller reports:

“ i t surgeries and on the doorstep.
| have spoken to hundreds of residents at both ward and stree :

One issue which continues to cause great concern is the Labour Mayor§ plan to encourage

developers to build 5,500 new houses on the fields at Murton. T_hls will put an enormous

strain on our local roads and schools, even more so if Labour get their way and close down our

four Middle Schools!

i tive Councillors to
The Labour Mayor has consistently refused calls from your local Co_nserva ;
remove this huge site from her Housing Plan. All of the Labour Councillors support the Mayor's

Plan, even those who supposedly represent wards close to this site.

A vote for the Labour candidate in the elections on May 22 will be a vote to accept thousands

of new houses and say goodbye forever to our green fields.”

SHAMEFULY

Residents are justifiably concernsd at
the Labour Mayor's determination toc -
allow thousands of hew properties t¢ be -
built at Murton.

Shockingly, one Labour Counciller (who is

also a member of the council’s Planning .
Committee) responded to these concerns
by commenting “Sod the NIMBY prats” in :
a local newspaper Facebook discussion.

Now it has been revealed that the
Councillor concermned has attended just .
one meeting of the Planning Committee -
this year, although we feel sure that he
will make the effort to attend when the °
Murton plans go before the Labour
dominated Planning Committee!

Labour recently voted through their budget, which saw savage and unprecedented cuts to vital services for the most vuinarasle

members of our society.

The funding for Children's Centres was slashed by £550,000 and placements for special needs children were cut by .£500,0_00. Cuts were}made to
the Mental Health budget, including dementia care, a service on which the last Conservative council had actually managed to increase spending, even

in these difficult financial times.

There were also cuts to the Drug and Alcohol rehabilitation service, the Widening Horizons Sports
and the youth activities programme is also to be slashed leading to fears of increasing anti-social
which seeks to protect vulnerable children and the elderly has also been cut.

Councillor Leslie Miller, who served as the Cabinet Member for Adult Social Services on the

department’s budget every year through good management and says:

programme for young people has been scrapped
behaviour. Finally, the vital safeguarding service

previous Conservative controlled council, balanced the

“The previous Conservative council also had to work with a reduced budget as part of our attempt to deal with the mountain of debt left by Gordon
Brown’s Labour Government, but under our control there were no such cuts to vital frontline social services.

Incredibly, after they had successfully voted these savage cuts through, the Labour Mayor and her councillors

and congratulated each other.on forcing through their shameful budget.”

MARDEN BRIDGE SPORTS CENTRE CLOSURE

Mayor falls to answer questions on the future of Sports Centre

Conservative councillors haye asked guestions regarding the future of
Marden Bridge Sports Centre, which the Labour Mayor has yet again
failed to answer.

The council has admitted that Labour’s decision to remove al| funding
and council staff from the Centre and. force responsibility for its
Operation onto the school, is likely to lead toits closure.

When the Conservatives were in control of the council we also had to
make savings, but through good management of the budget, we did so

without scrapping valuable assets like our Sports Centres and local
Libraries.

Conservative candidate Leslie Miller says:

“It is hard to know whether the Labour Mayor's decision to stop funding
Marden Bridge Sports Centre is due to financial incompetence angd her

gave themselves a round of anplause

Local Conservatives organised a petition against Labour
Police Comrhissioner Vera Baird's decision to close Whitley Bay Police
Station - a decision which was taken without any consultation,

Leslie Miller helped to collect signatures and says:

“All organisations have to make savings in these difficult times,

as we take steps to sort out the financiai mess left by Gordon Brown's
Labour Government. However, | am sure there are other ways to make
savings without closing our Police Station. Perhaps Ms Baird could
start by cancelling the expensive advertising tampaign she is currently
running on the Metro system?

It was clear that the majority of residents do not accept her reasons for
closing our Police Station and our petition calls on Vera Baird to look
again at her decision, which many believe has been taken for politica!

rather than financial reasons.”

need for a quick fix for her budget, or, as many suspect, an attack on
facilities at the coast simply because Labour have always preferred to
spend our money on other parts of the borough. She chooses to spend
£800,000 a year subsidising the under used John Willie Sams Centre in
Dudley, but is happy to see Whitley Bay's Marden Bridge Sports Centre
close when the costs to keep it open would only be £42,000 a year."

“u----"u|u----un---.-u-uuunn---un--u"u---nun--n"----.u----un.

ISSUES TO RAISE? CONTACT LESLIE MILLER:

LT T T Bassasen LT "

Emall: clirles@gmall.com

THURSDAY 22D MAY IS PoLL

Don't lose your vote! If you need an Emergency Proxy Vote or
assistance reaching the Polling Station on the day itseif, then
please contact us using the details below or overiear,

NG DAY

.....

Tel: 07568063780
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Delivered free by your local

(2R

FEARS GROW FOR
SURVIVAL OF
MIDDLE SCHOOLS

Conservative candidate, George Partls reports:

A letter sent to parents by the Labour Council In the last few weeks has
confirmed my warnings about the Labour Mayor's threat to the survival
of our successful and popular Middle Schools.

The letter admits that the
Labour candidate in our ward
is carrying out a major review
of the education system
across the whole borough,
just as | informed you in my
last newsletter. As you may
have read in the local press,
fears are now growing
amongst parents that this will
herald the closure of our local
Middle Schools.

Monkseaton Middle School could be under threat.

very conveniently y_for Labour, We are the omly’ party who

Historically, Labour has
always wanted to close down
our Middle Schools and |
believe this review is simply
an excuse to put their plan
into action. The conclusions
of the review will not be made
public until summer 2014,

and if elected | will fight to
save them.

The only consultation with
parents will be a paper exercise

after the decision has been 0 FN g
ne thing is certain - a vote
taken. The Middle Schools £ % Cetlan==a

would then be closed from for the !.abour candidate‘ in
September 2015 with the land the elections on May 22ndis a
and buildings sold off to boost VOte to close down all four of
the Labour Mayor's coffers, our popular Middle Schools.

--------- b EEsessussusanannnar

LABOUR'S DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THE COAST

The longer the Labour Mayor Is In office, the more her dlscﬂmlnaﬂon. agalnst the coastal
wards bacomes evident.

It was recently revealed that the Labour Mayor is happy to spend a staggering £800,000 a -
year to subsidise the John Willie Sams Centre in Dudley, which is very much underused; The
News Guardian aiso reported that the Labour Mayor has given a youth project based in
Longbenton a £36,000 grant to buy themselves a brand new minibus.

Contrast this with her refusal to spend the £42,000 a year to keep the Marden Bridge Sports
Centre open. We say, if she can spend money subsidising a loss making community centre in
Dudley and give away a brand new minibus in Longbenton, why won't she find the money to
keep the coast's only Sports Centre open?

--------------------------------------- "uu“---.uu--uuuu--“u------u.--.--n---n-u.

Conservatives — at no cost to you.

How to contact me
George Partis Tel: 0191 253 0883
Email: george.partis@sky.com

POLLING DAY IS
'THURS 22 MAY

pecial

lections ~ SHPport -the- Middle—schools-

GEORGE PARTIS -
- WORKING HARD FOR
MONKSEATON SOUTH
WARD

George Partis worked hard as a councillor
representing the interests of the residents
of Monkseaton South from 2008 to 2012,

A recent freedom of information request
revealed that in those four years he
dealt with an impressive 338 enquiries
from residents,

During his time as your councillor,
George carried out regular street
surgeries and unlike your current Labour
councillors he held frequent ward
surgeries for the benefit of residents.
George remains a director of the Whitlay
Bay Young People's Centre and a trustee
of the Victor Mann Trust.

If elected, George pledges to ;

» Fight Labour’s plans to close our
Middie Schools.

i~ Fight—tabour's plans to-build

5,500 houses at Murton.

» Fight Labour's plans to close
Marden Bridge Sports Centre.

» Fight Labour's plans to close
Whitley Bay Police Station,

George asks for your Support to
improve and protect
Monkseaton South,

Don’t leave it to others to vote -

they may be leaving it to you.

Please vote GEORGE PARTIS on
Thursday 22nd May.

@, Conservatives

--------------------------------------------------------------



GOODBYE TO OUR GREEN FIELDS?

The Labour Mayor is pressing on with her unpopular Local Housing Plan which will give developers

the green light to build 5,500 new properties on the green fields between Earsdon and Rake Lane
Hospital, next to Monkseaton South Ward.

Conservative candidate and campaigner George Partis reports:

“I have spoken to many residents and one issue which continues to cause great concem is the
Labour Mayor's plan to encourage developers to build 5,500 new houses on the fields at Murton.

This will put a huge strain on our local roads and schools, even more so if Labour get their way and

close down our four Middle Schools! 5

The three Labour councillors for Monkseaton South Ward have bac;(ed her proposal to build on
this massive green field site.

The Labour candidate in May's elections recently put up a notice regarding a planning application
on a small part of this site and called it “the thin end of the wedge”. Why then did he go on to vote
in favour of the whole “wedge” and support his Labour Mayor’s plan to build 5,500 houses on the
very same site? Does he say one thing to you, the residents, but vote against your wishes in
Cabinet meetings? Can you really trust anything he promises you in his election leaflets?

A vote for the Labour candidate in the elections on May 227 will be a vote to accept thousands of

NIMBY COUNCILLOR'S
RECORD REVEALED

Residents are justifiably concerned at
the Labour Mayor's determination to
allow thousands of new properties to be
built at Murton.

Shockingly, one Labour Councillor (who is
also a member of the council’s Planning
Committee) responded to these concerns
by commenting “Sod the NIMBY prats” in
a local newspaper Facebook discussion.

Now it has been revealed that the
Councillor concerned has attended just
one meeting of the Planning Committee
this year, although we feel sure that he
will make the effort to attend when the

new houses and say goodbye forever to our green fields.”

------------ B T T L L LT T e T e L TR L L L E R e L L L e e LR LI L]

Murton plans go before the Labour
dominated Planning Committee!

.........
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SHAMEFUL!

The Labour Mayor and her councillors recently voted through their budget, which saw savage and unprecedented ‘cuts 10 vital services for the most

vulnerable members of our soclety.

Funding for Children’s Centres was slashed by £550,000 and placements for special needs children were cut by £500,000. Cuts were made to the
Mental Health budget, including dementia care, a service on which the last Conservative council had actually managed to increase spending, even in

these difficult financial times.

There were also cuts to the Drug and Alcohol rehabilitation service, the Widening Horizons Sports programme for young people has been scrapped
and the youth activities programme is to be slashed leading to fears of increased anti-social behaviour. Finally, the vital safeguarding service which

seeks to protect vulnerable children and the elderly has also been cut.
Conservative candidate George Partis says:

“The Labour candidate in May's elections is currently the Cabinet Member for Children and Young People and is personally responsible for these
savage cuts. The previous Conservative council also had to work with a reduced budget as part of our attempt to dea! with the debt left by Gordon
Brown's Labour Government, but under our control there were no such cuts to vital social services. So when the Labour candidate tells you how much
he cares about services for children and young people, perhaps you should ask him why he wasn't able to do as good a job of managing the budget as

the Conservative Cabinet Member before him?”

Incredibly, after they had successfully voted these savage cuts through, the Labour Mayor and her councillors gave themselves a round of applause

and congratulated each other on forcing through their shameful budget.
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MARDEN BRIDGE SPORTS CENTRE CLOSURE

mmumqmmmomdsmm

Conservative councillors have asked questions regarding the future of
Marden Bridge Sports Centre, which the Labour Mayor has yet again
failed to answer.

The council has admitted that Labour's decision to remove all funding
and council staff from the Centre and force responsibility for its
operation onto the school, is likely to lead to its closure.

When the Conservatives were in control of the council we also had to
make savings, but through good management of the budget, we did so
without scrapping valuable assets like our Sports Centres and local
Libraries.

Conservative candidate George Partis says:

“t is hard to know whether the Labour Mayor's decision to stop funding
Marden Bridge Sports Centre is due to financial incompetence and her
need for a quick fix for her budget, or, as many suspect, an attack on
facilities at the coast simply because Labour have always preferred to
spend our money on other parts of the borough. She chooses to spend
£800,000 a year subsidising the under used John Willie Sams Centre in
Dudley, but is happy to see Whitley Bay's Marden Bridge Sports Centre
close when the costs 1o keep it open would only be £42,000 a year.”
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ISSUES TO RAISE? CONTACT GEORGE PARTIS: Email: george.partis@sky.com  Tel: 0191 2530883

.| Palice Commissioner Vera Baird’s.decision to close Whitley Bay Police
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DON'T CLOSE OUR POLICE STATION!

Local Conservatives organised a petition against Labour

Station - a degision which was taken without any consultation.
George Partis helped to collect signatures and says:

“All organisations have to make savings in these difficult times,

as we take steps to sort out the financial mess left by Gordon Brown's
Labour Government. However, | am sure there are other ways to make
savings without closing our Police Station. Perhaps Ms Baird could
start by cancelling the expensive advertising campaign she is currently
running on the Metro system?

It was clear that the majority of residents do not accept her reasons for
closing our Police Station and our petition calls on Vera Baird to look
again at her decision, which many believe has been taken for political
rather than financial reasons.”
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THURSDAY 22ND MAY IS POLLING DAY

Don't lose your votel If you need an Emergency Proxy Vote or
assistance reaching the Polling Station on the day itself, then
please contact us using the details below or overleaf.
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APPENDIX THREE

Analysis of Leaflet 1
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